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Within my first reflection, I revealed, “As a fairly young child of four, I understood the world was quite a bit bigger than my own neighborhood” (Hardin, T., 2010). Much of what I revealed in my first essay, was reinforced and expanded rather than modified during the readings, discussions and through conferences and assignments. A more transforming effect resulted from the research report on India. During the past few months in this class and on this “journey” if you will, I was dealing with an incredible amount of stress on a personal level. Coping with this stress and meeting up with individuals in the virtual venue who supported and encouraged me, reinforced the sentiment from my initial reflection, on an extremely personal level, how learning more about what is in your own backyard is also part of an informed global perspective.
Some of my personal challenges pointed out an important aspect regarding communication and staying connected. My issues and miserable attempts at time management led to missing out on many of the conferences. This circumstance made me feel incredibly disconnected from the entire classroom experiences. It seemed as though everything was going on behind me where I could not see it. All of the planning, schedules and deadlines were presented in the syllabus, yet my circumstances demonstrated seeingt and experiencing are clearly not the same. The entire time, I never truly felt like I knew exactly what was going on at any given moment and it was detrimental to my overall learning experience. Even if I were to stop right now, and read through every conference and compose pertinent commentary, there is no way for me for me to regain the value lost from being disconnected. Fortunately, I always try to learn something from bad experiences and apply them to improving some aspect of my life in what I do personally or how I interact with others. In this case, I realized for the first time on an intimate level how hard it must be for a student to miss class time. I can recall the frustration of having a student miss class for illness, sports or just crazy family circumstances. I always dutifully provided them with the required make-up work. Often I was genuinely feeling aggravated on their behalf, because I knew they could not make up the value of actually being in the classroom and experiencing the instruction and interaction among classmates. My personal experience with “missing out” will translate to an even higher degree of understanding in helping to replicate the classroom experience as much as possible. Perhaps a recording or podcast of class time could at least give them a taste of what they missed beyond a paper review sheet. Had it not been for my unfortunate experience in getting behind in this class, I would never have imagined the possibility of creating a podcast of my classroom.

An earlier discussion from this course regarding Web 2.0 seemed to be a repeated theme throughout the two other courses I am taking. In an early 630 conferences, Web 2.0 was revealed as a convenient and inexpensive way to communicate and collaborate. We discussed the value of the tools in our technology plans as well as how collaboration was enhanced with Web 2.0 tools. We have a wiki for our technology plan for Spring Hill Elementary, to exclusively complete all of our planning and work for our study group project in this course. In 640, I found a variety of free tools out on the Internet, for the taking, which was amazing to me. Just when I thought I could be amazed no more, another free tool was presented in a conference or for use in an assignment for further investigation. Discussion of Web 2.0 tools in the context of my other coursework may seem off topic, yet it was done with a specific purpose---the Web 2.0 tools are universal and the ideal vehicle for imagining new possibilities for global collaboration. 
The global experience presented in this course was mind-boggling to me; to consider the impact possible in sharing such tools worldwide, and also realizing the opportunity to bring the globe to my classroom as a vehicle for cultural understanding and appreciation. The experience afforded me by EDTC 645 brought me back to a youtube© video which was shared by a classmate of mine from last semester. This video was not shared in the context of an assignment or conference response, it was shared by another who was contemplating and reflecting on our mutual role as educators. The title of the video was Shift Happens, and my experiences in this course prompted me to revisit the video to find there was a newer version, Shift Happens 2009. I realized in looking at the video again, how prominent the country of India, the country I researched with my study group partner, is in a more global perspective---even more so than before this course. The 21st century skills for students are not merely an option to consider, but, indeed an obligation to share with our youth for their ultimate well-being when we as teachers are no longer around. As educators, we have an incredible opportunity to share the skills we are learning in the context of this course with our students on a daily basis. Reviewing the video impacted my thought processes to a greater degree when put in the context of what I learned about India after studying it on a more intimate level. Imagine the impact we can all have on the futures of our students. As educators of technology, no matter what our concentration, imagine the possibilities we can set foundations for, right in our classrooms.

I have read a book entitled Teaching with the Brain In Mind which contemplates some of the biology and psychology of getting through to our students. Two discussions from this text hold even greater significance to me following my course experience, that is, the impact of emotions and physical environment on learning. In particular, “. . . very high levels of stress over time---typically called distress---are damaging to cognition. . .” and the idea that innovative school design now “ . . . means schools that are socially smart, cognitively supportive, emotionally safe and environmentally friendly.” (Jensen, 2005). I have reexamined these conditions in my “backyard” school experience, and contemplated the heart wrenching deficiencies of supportive learning environments in a developing country. At times, when reading about the plight of many schools in India, I felt helpless and distressed myself. There are many bright and motivated individuals in the country who are working to address the disadvantages faced by so many children there which helps me to imagine the possibilities of their learning environment improving to some degree in the future.
In reading the text for the course, much of what I have learned in previous courses was reinforced but with a stronger focus on the global possibilities and the places our students can, in a sense, travel to through the Internet. Within the discussion of global themes in the classroom, the text stressed the importance of planning. Though it is important to plan any task from the most mundane to the most complicated, I felt in reading this chapter there are additional challenges in the planning phase of a global project. The author stressed a minimum of 6 weeks should be allowed for planning (Peters, 2009). The author also noted the importance of alignment of curriculum goals, and the value of improving and upgrading the projects and learning from mistakes (p.85). Much of what the author spoke of relates to a typical collaborative project between students in the classroom or teachers in the field. However, communication between different, widespread regions can be a challenge, especially on an International level. The global communication tools for the most part overcome this obstacle in this decade more than any other previous decade. Through our research of India, merely receiving email responses from brilliant professors in India was in itself an incredibly humbling experience. Considering the capability of sharing knowledge gained from these professors with my students and in turn showing them a window to the world makes my head spin imagining the possibilities I could expose them to in my classroom.
An excerpt from our course objectives addresses the analysis of technology on a variety of regional levels. Since I am a member of the International Society for Technology in Education, ISTE®, I am familiar with the National Education Technology Standards developed by this organization. This course gave me a new perspective in reviewing the NETS. Students internationally should all be given the same opportunities to experience technology in the context of Creativity and Innovation, Communication and Collaboration, Research and Information Fluency, Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, Decision Making, Digital Citizenship and Technology Operations and Concepts (ISTE, 2010). Not all individuals are exposed to the varied experiences I have which form my perspective on the world regarding race and culture. As a single, living, breathing body on this immense planet, I want to be part of sharing with each one of my children, meaning those I share the earth with, the same chances to succeed as the children who grew inside of me. If I can start with my own kids, and reach out to my students and at least strive to share the opportunities of global technology with them, I can begin to imagine the possibilities of what can happen on a global level with those currently out of my reach. 
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Work with my study group partner was not just an assignment---it was an adventure! My personality and demeanor are very intense and I perhaps feel things more deeply than others around me. This intensity carries over to my work ethic and I found similar traits in my partner, Alayna Manuel. We were both very interested in India’s educational challenges. Since we have taught math, the variety of publications by mathematics professors were of particular interest to us. We did not pick a model country as far as education, but rather picked a developing country with some excellent educational models in place to overcome its many disadvantages. Both of us felt compelled to delve into the extremely innovative ways India’s government and educational leaders are handling the seemingly insurmountable mountain they face in achieving “education for all” by 2015 proposed by UNESCO (UNESCO, 2010). Again, it was not just an assignment, it was important to us. While we were working and exchanging information regarding our project, we often got into Skype© conversations about the issues in our own country with respect race, culture and poverty regarding specific experiences in our lives and in our classrooms. This is why we felt the ideal concluding paragraph to our Interview Summary should include the following statement: 
“Regarding technology and quality education, accountability is not up to one, but to all. “The responsibility of the school is not only to teach the children, it should also hold responsibility for building and developing the nation” (p. 169). This eloquent statement by the very knowledgeable and dedicated professor and countryman of India, Dr. Sarsani expresses an attitude which would be valuable to emulate in the United States with regard not only to education in general, but also to the use of technology in education on the local, regional and national levels” (Manuel, & Hardin, 2010)
The quote by Dr. Sarsani sincerely hit us both hard and we commented how it applies in our country even though the United States is a world power. With all the resources our country has, many of our children are still not being educated to their fullest potential, and both Alayna and I see it as a group effort. Both Alayna and I gave 101% of our talent and energy to collaborating on our assignment. When we both return to the classroom in the future, I am sure our tenacity will be revealed in how we modify our instruction to help our students reach their fullest potential. I enjoyed the experience of learning about India with a like-minded individual, and the experience served to instill in me a deep interest in the country of India. So much so in fact, when my son graduates in 2013, I hope to visit India to see the progress made towards the goal of education for all by 2015. I have always wanted to use my talents in teaching to help the needy students, the students from tough backgrounds, no home support, those who were abused, those who do not seem to “fit in” or find value in themselves. I can only guess and surmise from my readings and research the environment students in India endure on a daily basis, and I truly would like to make a difference in the lives of these beautiful people. This course gave me a chance to see and experience the difference technology can make in education, and not only Imagine the possibilities.
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